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Building Project Underway 

 On September 1, the architectural firm handling the district’s building project opened all the bids  
submitted for our building project. The Board of Education awarded the bids at the regular meeting held on  
 
September 14. The seven contracts that were bid and awarded were as follows: 

Contract No. 1 – General Construction was awarded to Continental Construction of Gouverneur. 

Contract No. 2 – Mechanical was awarded to Burns Brothers of Potsdam. 

Contract No. 3 – Empire Northeast of Gouverneur was awarded the Plumbing contract. 

Contract No. 4 – Electrical was awarded to Collins-Hammond of Ogdensburg. 

Contract No. 5 – Auditorium Seating was awarded to Facilities Equipment & Service from Liverpool. 

Contract No. 6 – Bleacher replacement was awarded to Professional Furnishings & Equipment from Depew. 

Contract No. 7 – Fuel Island and Paving was awarded to OP-TECH Environmental Services of East Syracuse. 

 Construction began on Monday, October 19. The plan is to continue to work throughout the rest of the 
school year with a completion date for all contracts by the end of August 2010. Hopefully, everything will re-
main on schedule. If there are any questions regarding the project, do not hesitate to ask. 

Sincerely, 

Rolf A. Waters 
Superintendent 
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Technology and Safety 

Sites like MySpace have given students a place for individual expression and a huge social network.  Social networking 
on the Internet allows kids the opportunities to meet and greet lots of friends and strangers.  It allows them to express 
themselves and keep in touch with friends wherever they are.  Giving children opportunities to use the Internet, com-
puters and cell phones in a safe manner is important.  However before you let your child network on the Internet, there 
are some things you need to know. 

With a larger social network come some dangers.  For example, children may be talking to predators and may not know 
it.  One practice that predators have is called “grooming.”  In this process, predators gain your child’s trust, they prey on 
their weaknesses, they know how to groom children who have low self-esteem and eventually how to get your child to 
give them any information they ask for, including their name, address, where they go to school, etc. 

So here are some internet tips for you and your child: 

· Your child’s computer should be where you can monitor it.  Children should not have computers where they can not 
be supervised by an adult. 

· Phishing schemes are tricks that are used for you to give up your password.  Never give up your password. 
· Do not use the Internet to save your password.  If you do, someone will get it. 
· There is a MySpace hotline to call if someone is abusing it. 
· On MySpace anyone can see your pictures.  Not everyone can be your friend, but all your pictures can be seen. 
· To help your child make good decisions about pictures that they post, ask them if they would be embarrassed if their 

parents saw the pictures. 
· Remind your children to be careful what is in the background of their pictures.  Sometimes those items give away 

where they live, where they go to school, etc. 
· Don’t get sucked into any sweepstake claims or schemes.  Federal law makes it illegal to pay a fee to collect a prize. 
· Check you child’s MySpace page and check it again.  Most children have two MySpace pages-one for the parents to 

see and one not to be seen by parents. 
· If your child does have a MySpace page, be sure that they have their profile locked and open only to their friends. 
· You can have parental control software, parental monitoring software and spyware placed on your computer.  Some 

are free and I recommend you go to a site called www.teenchatdecoder.com.  This site has lots of free information 
on how to keep your child safe on the Internet. 

· Know what certain internet acronyms mean.  For example the following acronyms are examples of what is used.  
Not all are derogatory but parents might want to know what they mean. A/S/L- age, sex, location, ASLP-age, 
sex, location, picture, AML –all my love, AYOR- at your own risk, ADN- any day now, ABFL- a big fat lady, PM- 
personal message 

· Keep your child out of chat rooms.  Even the most innocent looking chat rooms are really designed to lure children 
into situations that are dangerous.  For example, PM means personal message but in a chat room PM means more 
than just a conversation. 

· Sexting on cell phones is happening.  You can and should check your child’s cell phone, not just for messages they 
have sent, but for messages sent to them.  If your child is under 16 and someone is sending them inappropriate pic-
tures, messages or images, it is illegal.  Especially if the sender is over 16. 

· There is software that can be purchased for cell phones so that parents can monitor messages coming into their 
child’s phones. 

I recently attended a presentation by the state police on Internet Safety.  And I quote, “We lock up our guns, drugs, and 
alcohol, but we don’t lock up our kids’ computers to protect them from the information and stuff that is bad for them on 
the Internet. 
Technology is like anything else.  It is progress and it is good or bad, depending on the person using it.  At school we 
make every endeavor to teach children how to use the Internet, cell phones, and the computer safely.  We welcome your 
support in helping your child make good decisions with technology.  If you have any questions or concerns, please call.  
I do have other resources you might find helpful. 

Mary Curcio 
6-12 Principal 
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Influenza or flu is highly contagious.  It spreads easily from person to person, primarily when an infected person coughs 
or sneezes.  When this happens, tiny droplets containing flu virus fly through the air and into the body of another person 
through his or her eyes, nose and mouth.  Chances are that person will then develop the flu.  Once infected, a person is 
contagious from the day before symptoms appear until approximately 5 days after the illness begins. 
 
DO NOT SEND your child to school on the bus if you suspect there is significant illness.  This unnecessarily exposes 
busmates and classmates and negatively affects the health and wellbeing of the rest of the school.  You may call the 
School Based Health Clinic at 543-1218 to schedule an appointment and bring them in yourself to be seen. 
If you know your child is running a fever, it is not a good idea to simply give Tylenol and send them on to school.  As 
soon as the medicine wears off, you are apt to get the dreaded call from the nurse to leave work and come to pick up 
your feverish child.   
 
Children must be without a fever and on antibiotics, if prescribed, and have been fever free without using fever-
reducing medication for a minimum of 24 hours prior to return to school, per recommendation of the school physi-
cian. 

What are the Symptoms? 

 Familiar symptoms associated with the flu include: fever, sore throat, cough, tiredness, and head and body aches.  
How to tell the difference between the flu and a cold: 

                   

How to Avoid the Flu 

People can take several simple steps to protect themselves and their loved ones from the flu. 

· Get a flu shot.  This year plan to get both the seasonal flu shot and the H1N1 flu shot.  Children through 9 years of 
age require 2 doses of the H1N1 vaccine, and also the seasonal flu if they have never received one before. 
· Wash your hands frequently with soap and warm water.  Teach children the same healthy habits. 
· Cover your nose and mouth when you cough and sneeze, preferably with a facial tissue, or cough into your elbow 
instead of your hand.   Promptly discard used tissues, then wash your hands. 
· Do not share water bottles, drinking cups, eating utensils, etc. 
· If you are sick with cough and fever, stay home from work or school until you recover, and have been fever free 
without using fever-reducing medication for a minimum of 24 hours.  Please do not send ill students to school. 
Contact your medical provider if you are experiencing severe symptoms that you believe require medical attention. 

More information on Cold and Flu Season can be found at www.cdc.gov/flu. 

 

 

 

SYMPTOM � FLU � COLD �
Fever� Usual, sudden onset, 100-104 degrees F� Rare�
Headache� Usual and can be severe� Rare�
Body Aces / Pains� Usual and can be severe� Sometimes, mild�
Cough� Usual� Common�
Fatigue / Weakness� Can be extreme, up to 3 weeks� Sometimes, but mild�
Debilitating Fatigue, Bedridden� Usual, early onset, can be severe� Rare�
Nausea, vomiting and diarrhea� Sometimes� Rare�
Watering of eyes� Rare� Common�
Runny, stuffy nose� Sometimes� Common�
Sneezing� Sometimes� Common�

Sore Throat� Sometimes� Common�
Chest Discomfort� Extreme, can be severe� Mild to moderate�
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We have had an exciting couple of months getting 
ready for our Fall concert that was held on November 
5th. We practiced hard and sang well. The middle 
school and high school had an opportunity to com-
bine and sang a tribute to all the men and women that 
have served or are currently serving in our military. 
We had soloists in both groups. In the middle school, 
Nathaniel Atkinson, Lauryn Smith, and Lenora Man-
sil sang in “Dansi Na Kuimba”. Courtney LaBeau, 
Amanda McIntyre, and Christopher Sullivan played 
percussion in “Dansi Na Kuimba.” The high school 
sang “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” and the soloists were 
Mary LaPlatney, Gavinn Kiggins, Austin Hebert, 
Taylor Matice, Cole Frey, Autumn Mono, and Ally-
son Wallace. Percussion was played by Trenton At-
kinson, Jeri Baker, and Jason Ripley. 

Also in November, the Elementary Bi-County Chorus 
took place in Clayton at Thousand Islands on Novem-
ber 7th. We had four students that participated in this 
event. They all enjoyed themselves and were excited 
to sing with such a large group of students. The con-
cert was wonderful and the four students worked very 
hard practicing both in and out of school to be ready 
for the concert. Congratulations to Cassidy LeBeau, 
Delanie Baker, Caitlyn Sullivan, and Kaelyn 
Neumeyer! 

Looking forward, our Elementary Christmas show 
will be on December 15. The show this year will be 
“Twas the Night Before Christmas”. The fifth graders 
will be presenting the story with the elementary stu-
dents singing throughout the show. Please come and 
join us and get into the Christmas Spirit with the stu-
dents at Harrisville Central School District. 

 

The Harrisville Participation in Government Class of 
2010 is putting on a Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auc-
tion to benefit the Lewis County Hospice.  This din-
ner will be held December 6, 2009 at the Harrisville 
Fire Hall from 2:00pm to 6:00pm.  It will cost $8.00 a 
person and children four and under eat free.�
�

The student of the month for October is Cheyanne 
Blundon, a 6th grader.  Cheyanne’s teachers report 
that she is helpful and excels on her homework, 
tests, and quizzes.  She makes sure her work is done 
on time and is very considerate and nice to everyone 
around her.  Cheyanne is the daughter of Nicole and 
Richard Blundon.  Congratulations Cheyanne.   
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The Advantage After School Program is sorry to re-
port that due to unforeseen circumstances, they will 
not be able to start the program until January.  More 
information will be mailed home to parents in the 
weeks to come.    
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The SRA is holding a food pantry drive in the 
months of November and December.  The December 
food pantry will be held from  December 8th 
through December 19th. English and History teach-
ers have agreed to give a free 100 grade to the stu-
dents whose homeroom brings in the most goods.  
The items must be nonperishable foods that are not 
past the expiration date.  Donations from  commu-
nity members are welcome and appreciated.  Dona-
tions can be sent in with a students or dropped off to 
the high school office. 
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Please read and follow these guidelines when attend-
ing a sporting event at HCS. 

· Please remove hats before entering the gymna-
sium. 

· Food and drink are permitted only in the lobby and 
hallway (with the exception of water).  

· Please refrain from leaving your seat while games 
are in session.   

· Please respect the decisions of the referees. 
· Please be respectful to the visiting teams. 

The senior class will be offering refreshments at 
all JV and Varsity home games.  The proceeds 
from the refreshments stand go towards the senior 
trip.  The following items will be offered: 

· Soda 
· Water 
· Candy  
· Gum 
· Chips 
· Hot Dogs 
· Pizza (half-time only) �����	�����	�&����

Please be aware that parking for sporting events is in the 
side parking lot.  Parking in the front circle should be 
reserved for handicapped spectators only.  The side en-
trance doors and the front entrance will be open during 
games.  

No parking is allowed on front curb; this is a fire zone. 

���&���������#�
In accordance with New York State law, smoking 
is not permitted on school grounds at any time.  
This rule extends into the evening hours and dur-
ing basketball games.  Please help us keep a 
smoke-free environment for our students.   

�������
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2009 HCS Graduate Enters the AmeriCorps 

Kelsey Fraser, a 2009 HCS graduate, applied to and was accepted into the AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civil-
ian Community Corps) Program.  AmeriCorps is a full-time, team based national program for men and women 
aged 18-24.  The mission of AmeriCorps NCCC is to strengthen communities and develop leaders through di-
rect, team based national and community service.  AmeriCorps members address critical needs in communities 
all across America and complete service projects throughout the region to where they are assigned.  Examples 
of projects they might be involved in include: 

· Tutoring and mentoring disadvantaged youth 
· Fighting illiteracy 
· Improving health services in communities 
· Building affordable housing 
· Teaching computer skills 
· Cleaning parks and streams 
· Managing or operating after-school programs 
· Helping communities respond to disasters 
· Building organizational capacity 
 

Kelsey was assigned to the Sacramento, California base where she received her basic training for the program.  
She has just received her first assignment and is being sent, along with her team, to New Orleans to work in 
certain areas of the city that are still recovering from the damages of Hurricane Katrina. 
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School Closings & Delays 

There may be times during the school year when an emergency of one nature or another will make it neces-
sary to close school or send students home early.  Such emergencies could be weather conditions, sickness by 
a great number of students, or emergencies such as boiler problems or electrical problems.  Should this occur, 
school closings will be announced on the following radio and TV stations between 6:15 – 7:00 AM 

WWNY Channel 7 TV 
WWTI Channel 50 TV 

Cable News10 News & Cable Channel 24 
WTNY/FROGGY 97 & Z-93 

WTOJ/WATN/WBDR/WBDI/WOTT 
WPDM/WSNN 
WSLB/WPAC 

North Country Public Radio  
 

General guidelines:  
2 Hour Delay.  No breakfast is served. 

Bus Garage temperature of -25F for cold weather closing or delay. 
During school hours, early closing or cancellations will be posted on the school web site at www.hcsk12.org 

Kid’s Korner Holiday Gift Shop 

 

The Annual Kid’s Korner Gift Shop will take place from November 30th 
through December 4th.   

This is an exciting way for children to buy inexpensive presents for their 
loved ones!  Most gifts are between $1 and $5 and go home in a sealed 

and labeled package to be opened at Christmas. 

Elementary students will be able to buy during the entire workshop; how-
ever, high school is limited to December 4th only. 

Don’t miss this exciting  opportunity to teach you child about the spirit of 
giving. 

Sponsored by the HCS PTO 
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Lewis County Opportunities Offers New Services to those in Need 

New and revised services are now available at Lewis County Opportunities.  These services are due to Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment ACT (ARRA) funding as well as internal program changes designed to better 
serve people during a very difficult time.  The new services include: 

1. Emergency Food and Shelter (EFS) funding has been obtained and can assist individuals/families with the 
following emergency situations: 

· National Grid shut off notices or actual shut-offs 
· Legal eviction 
· First months rent 
· Late mortgage payments 
· Fuel Assistance 
2. Special EFS ARRA funding has been obtained which can be used in conjunction with the regular EFS de-

scribed above, but not for the exact same emergency service.  The EFA ARRA funds are designed for indi-
viduals who lost their job during the 2009 calendar year and are currently unemployed.  EFS and ARRA 
funds can assist with all the situations listed above as well as assistance with perishable food items that 
would compliment existing food pantries. 

· Income eligibility is not required for either program; however, both programs are considered last resort 
emergency funding, meaning all other sources must be exhausted before accessing this funding.  For more 
information, please contact the Housing Department at 376-8202 x3. 

3. The Wheels for Work program assists people in maintaining employment.  Services include: 

· Zero interest vehicle loans with new built in incentives to help participants stay on track with their pay-
ments.  The loan includes 1/3 down payment assistance, $25 gas cards when monthly payments are paid by 
the due date, and one waived payment coupon for every two consecutive payments paid within the grace 
period.  For more information, please contact the Family Services Department at 376-8202 x0. 

· Funding for other transportation related expenses; including repairs, insurance, bus tokens, vehicle down 
payment assistance, and more. For more information, please contact the Family Services Department at 
376-8202 x0. 

All services described above are available until funds are exhausted.  For more information, contact the above 
phone numbers or stop by Lewis County Opportunities in person. 

Local AFS Student Speaks at Community Meeting 

Carina Bieber, an AFS students currently attending HCS, spoke at local 
meeting of the Harrisville Fortnightly Club on Thursday, November 12th.  
Carina shared information about her country and her life as a student in Ger-
many with the members of the club.  Carina explained the difference be-
tween life as a teenager in Germany and life as a teenager in America.  She 
also answered questions posed by the group about culture, government, 
food, and family life in Germany.  

Carina is a senior at HCS and will be spending the entire school year here in 
Harrisville.   
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To avoid delays and confusion, the following information needs to be on your students’ permission slip when 
requesting a bus change: 

· Students name, Teacher’s name  

· Where the student is going i.e.  babysitter’s, grandma’s etc… with a specific name and physical street ad-
dress, such as 99 State Street., not just “babysitter’s” or “Grandma’s house”- substitute drivers need spe-
cific names and addresses! 

· Specific dates for the change. 

· A contact phone number where we can reach you if there are any questions or clarification is needed. 

· Signed by parent or guardian. 

· If your child is staying after school, please indicate whether they will be picked up or need to ride the late 
bus. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bus Permission Slip 

 

I give permission for my child, ___________________________________, who is 

in Mr./Mrs. _____________________________ room to ride bus number 

__________________ to ____________________________’s house at 

______________________________________ on _____________________.  I 

can be reached at ________________________________ should you have any 

questions. 

   ____________________________________________ 
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Upcoming Events/Programs 
 

· Sophomore Visit to SWT: Tuesday, Dec. 1st 
 

· Financial Aid Workshop: Wednesday, Dec. 9th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

· Progress reports are sent home with students in grades 6-12 on Tuesday, Dec. 22nd.  

News for SENIORS: 
College Acceptances: 

Name    College/University   Program of Study 
Emily Dickinson  SUNY Potsdam   Political Science 
Morganne Kiggins  Herkimer Community College Criminal Justice: 
         Forensic Investigations 
Allyson Wallace  Jefferson Community College Allied Health 
 

Financial Aid Workshop Scheduled at HCS: A Must for Seniors and Parents! 

Mark your calendar! On Wednesday, December 9, 2009 the guidance department has scheduled a Fi-
nancial Aid Workshop at 6:30 p.m. at Harrisville Central School in the library. 

Details:  A representative from the Financial Aid Office at Jefferson Community College will give a presenta-
tion on the financial aid process. Topics to be covered include:   
  

·   Am I eligible for financial aid?  
·   How and when to apply for financial aid 
·   Types of financial aid 
·   Tips on how to fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
·   How to interpret a college financial aid package 
·   Bring lots of questions! 
 

Seniors: College Application Process Information: 
 

The guidance office will send out completed college applications with a transcript, essay and letters of 
recommendation for each senior.  Get your college application to the guidance office by Dec. 14th 
in order for us to get it in the mail before the Holiday Break! See Mrs. Tyler if you have any ques-
tions or concerns about the college application process!   

Bring your college acceptance letter to the guidance office.  We need a copy for your file and to acknowl-
edge your acceptance by posting a copy on the guidance bulletin board and in The Glances! 

Transcript requests can be made in the guidance office by contacting Mrs. Chartrand or Mrs. Tyler.  Requests 
should be made at least three (working) days in advance. 

  Keep track of scholarship deadlines!  Remember, the guidance office advertises scholarship opportuni-
ties and houses the “Scholarship Hanging File” under the dry erase board in the guidance office.  It is 
the students’ responsibility to look through the scholarships, fill them out and send them in on time.  
If you need help or have questions, please ask!! 
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Scheduling for 2010-2011 

Mrs. Tyler will be meeting with students in grades 8-11 in the next few months to discuss course selections for 
the 2010-2011 academic year.  A letter will be sent home to parents indicating the number of credits they will 
have earned at the end of this school year, Regents, RCT or Proficiency Exams yet to be taken by the student, 
and the required classes they must pass to meet graduation requirements.  Parents and/or students with ques-
tions or concerns regarding a current academic schedule or course selections for next year should contact the 
guidance office at 543-2920. 

 
Exam Dates in January for 6-12 students: 
 

Local mid-term exams:   Tuesday, January 26 – Friday, January 29, 2010 

(Mid-term exams are optional and are given at the discretion of individual teachers.) 

Regents and RCT examinations:  Tuesday, January 26 – Friday, January 29, 2010 

Second semester classes begin:  Monday, February 1, 2010 

 
Mid-Year Report cards will be sent home*: Friday, February 5, 2010 
 

*  Report cards for Term 2 will NOT be mailed home.  They will be sent home with students. 

 

Please contact the guidance office, 543-2920, with any questions regarding the examination schedule, second 
semester classes or report cards. 

 
Attendance: Please read carefully.  This information applies to students in grades K-12. 
 

Immediately upon return to school following an absence, a student must present a note from his or her 
parent(s)/guardian(s) to the attendance office, as required by law, explaining his or her absence. 

 

If a student arrives to school late, they should sign the log sheet in the guidance office and have their agenda 
signed by Mrs. Chartrand for attendance purposes. 

 

If a student is excused from school early for medical appointments or other reasons, the student must bring or 
send a note to the elementary office (Pre-K-5 students) or the guidance office (6-12 students) in the morning. 

 

Students in grades 6-12 must sign out in the guidance office before they leave for the appointment.  They must 
sign in when returning to the building. 

 

Pre-K-5 students must sign out in the elementary office before they leave the building. 
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Halloween Raffle 

Our Halloween Basket Raffle was held during the month of October and was a huge success, thanks to the fol-
lowing who donated:  Bonaparte Candle, Pastamore, Dorothy Kramer, and Annette Frey.  Thank you to our 
patrons as well!  There were four prizes and the winners were:  Kelly Miller, Jacob Hartle, Matthew Allen, and 
Cole Frey.  Congratulations!! 

Our next fundraiser, Skratchers, was run for the month of November.  Participants received valuable coupons 
for scratching dots and donating the amounts uncovered.   Candy Grams will be sold during the month of De-
cember and delivered just before Christmas vacation.  Watch the school website for more details as they hap-
pen. 

Business Owners: 

Any businesses who wish to place an ad in this year’s Yearbook may contact Mrs. Kramer at 
dkramer@hcsk12.org to request the information.  We depend on your support to keep the cost for our students 
affordable. 

Parents and Community Members: 

The Pirates Log is looking for community members to be patrons for the 2010 Pirates Log.  Your donations 
also help to keep the cost of yearbooks down while producing a high quality product.  In recognition of a dona-
tion, patron’s names will be printed in the Patron section of the yearbook.  Patron Levels are as follows:  Plati-
num - $20 or more, Gold - $15.00, and Silver - $10.00.  The deadline for patron money is March 15, 2010.  
Your support is greatly appreciated.  Send your check and your name as you wish it to appear to Dorothy 
Kramer c/o HCS, 14371 Pirate Lane, Harrisville, NY  13648. 

 

This year the yearbook will be done all in color!!    Reserve yours today by filling out the Yearbook order 
form.  If your child has not yet brought one home you may email me with a request for one at 
dkramer@hcsk12.org, or you may stop by the office where Cyanne and Dixie will have extra copies of the 
forms.  In addition, you may order your book online at www.jostensyearbook.com where you can pay by credit 
card.  Yearbooks with personalization must be ordered by January 25th.  This would make an awesome 
Christmas gift and we'll even provide a Gift Certificate at your request!!! 

Senior Parents: 

Seniors were asked to provide a baby picture and a favorite photo of their choice, all to be used in the Year-
book’s Senior section.  To date, we are still missing several baby photos and a majority of the favorite photos.  
If you can assist us in getting those photos we would really appreciate it. 

In addition, letters were sent home about Senior Messages and/or Recognition Ads.  For those of you who 
wish to participate, we need to have the forms and money in by December 15, 2009 so that we can meet our 
submission deadline to the yearbook company. 

 

Thank you to all! 
DorothyKramer, Yearbook Advisor 
& The Pirates Log Staff 
 
Contact me at: dkramer@hcsk12.org 
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Elementary Christmas Concert  
The Elementary Christmas Concert will take place 

on Tuesday, December 15th at 7:00 p.m.   

 

The Pre-K-5 Christmas Assembly will be held on  

Wednesday, December 16th.   


